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Kim Dalli 

In 1977, a 17-year-old single
mother entered an abortion clinic
in California while seven-and-a-
half months pregnant and had an
abortion by a saline injection.

The baby spent 18 hours burn-
ing in the solution and the
teenager was due to deliver a dead
baby within 24 hours. But when a
one-kilogramme Gianna Jessen
emerged, she was alive. 

The abortionist had to sign her
birth certificate. Ms Jassen was
born with cerebral palsy, caused by
her brain being starved of oxygen
during the attempted termination,
but insists she is not a victim and is
incredibly grateful to be alive. 

Ms Jassen will be in Malta this
week and will be campaigning
with the Malta Stand Up for Life
Movement to keep the protection
of life in focus. 

“People expect me to be angry
but I’m actually a very cheerful
person,” she says.

“I’m also unashamedly Christian.
I know it doesn’t seem very popular
to speak about Jesus but I’m not
good with being told what and what
not to do,” she adds, bursting into
one of her infectious laughs. 

She explains that she was
adopted and has only met her bio-
logical mother once in 2006. 

“I’ve forgiven her. Once, she
came to one of my events but it
turned out to be very dramatic.
She told me she didn’t want my
forgiveness. I ended up having to
walk out of the room.”

The majority of abortions are
not carried out because of rape 
or incest but out of convenience,
she continues. In most cases, a

woman has a choice whether or
not to hop into bed. Life came as
a result of that decision. “If abor-
tion is about women’s rights, then
what were my rights when I was in
the womb?” she questions.  

She refutes the argument that
an embryo is just tissue, adding
that a heartbeat could be heard
within three weeks. 

“It’s funny – when we hear a
heartbeat in every other aspect of
life, we rejoice because it means
life. But somehow a heartbeat
inside the womb doesn’t seem to
mean the same thing.”

She believes that the beauty of
diversity is often being forgotten
and that disability does not mean
that a person was any less valuable. 

What does she think of the
debate currently raging in Malta
on possible amendments to the
Embryo Protection Act to 
allow embryo freezing during
IVF procedures? 

Embryos mean that life is pres-
ent and life should be protected at
all costs, she replies. 

“Sometimes there seems to be
more outrage over sea life 
and wildlife than over human life,”
she muses.

“I understand how heart-break-
ing infertility can be. And although
the intention [of IVF] is good – to
bring about life – ultimately, with

such a procedure, life would end up
being discarded.”

To women considering whether
to have an abortion, she says the
procedure would only be an addi-
tional traumatic experience. 

Nowadays, there is much sup-
port and counselling available to
help women during the extremely
difficult time. 

There were also options such
as adoption, offering the gift of a
child to someone unable to 
have children.

“We are not defined by our trau-
mas. I don’t want to live as a vic-
tim, but as a victor.”

Ms Jessen will participate in the
Rally4Life, which will be held on
December 6 at 2pm at Castille Place.

The rally is being organised 
by Life Network, Gift of Life and
Magnificat Malta.

Keith Micallef

Works on the extension of the Addolorata
Cemetery have not yet started and buyers
who three years ago placed a €2,500
deposit on a new grave are questioning
whether the project will materialise in
their lifetime. 

Though a government spokeswoman
reassured this newspaper that all legal
commitments would be honoured, it is not
clear when the project will be completed. 

On March 18, 2013, applicants had been
invited by the government to sign a three-
year promise of sale agreement to acquire
one of the much sought after 3,000 new
graves at Malta’s largest cemetery. The
selected applicants had been requested 
to make a 50 per cent deposit on the 
price (€5,000) at the Environmental 
Health Directorate.  

From information tabled in a parliamen-
tary question in October 2012, it emerged
that for every grave up for grabs there were
almost two applicants, with a waiting list
of 5,000, stretching back 20 years. 

With the agreement set to expire in a few
months’ time, applicants contacted by 
this newspaper complained they had been
left completely in the dark over their
‘investment’. 

“It would be of great interest if the Health
Minister or at least the Public Health
Superintendent is kind enough to let the
public know when such work is due to start
and more importantly, when it is likely to
be completed,” Anthony Buttigieg from
Gżira told The Sunday Times of Malta.

“As the contract will expire in just a few
more months, one wonders whether the
government ever had the intention of
building such graves or if the intention was

simply to borrow some money interest
free,” he added. 

Contacted by this newspaper, a spokes-
woman for the Parliamentary Secretariat
for Health said all existing contracts would
be honoured, while others which may
expire in due course would be renewed.

However, no date was given for the com-
pletion or even the start of the works.

While noting that the project had 
been in the offing for 13 years, the 
spokeswoman blamed the delays on suc-
cessive PN administrations.  

Plans to extend the cemetery had been
rolled out in 2002, but the development
permit was only issued four your years
later, she said. “A contract to excavate the site
was awarded in February 2008 to AG JV but the
works were halted half-way through in Decem-
ber 2010, when €1.5 million had already been
spent on the project,” the spokeswoman said.

She also pointed out that further complica-
tions cropped up a year later when it transpired
that the development permit had expired.

“Despite being fully aware of the 
situation, the previous administration 

had forged ahead with the signing of a 
number of contracts before the 2013 
general election,” the parliamentary 
secretariat said. 

The spokeswoman added that a year after
the change in government, in February 2014,
the Labour administration reapplied for a
development permit. 

She said that apart from these new graves
there would also be a crematorium and
stressed that the government would be seek-
ing the participation of the private sector 
in this project. 

‘Abortion survivor’ urges Malta to ‘stand up for life’
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Addolorata extension ‘in limbo’

The Addolorata Cemetery extension was supposed to result
in an additional 3,000 graves. Photo: Steve Zammit Lupi
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