
2015 - 2016

prospectus
Prospectus ta’ Korsijiet • Course Prospectus

Basic Course 
in Parish Life

Mondays 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm

10) The need of formation: - The parish as a learning 
community 
a. The importance of formation 
b. The different forms and stages of formation 

i. Academic formation 
ii. Spiritual formation and catechises 
iii. Spiritual and pastoral mentorship 
iv. Formation within a community 
v. Reaching the missionary-disciple stage

11) Morality and evangelisation in parish ministry and 
administration 
a. Living morality in ecclesial structures 
b. Parish structures as a way of evangelisation 

12) Communication and community building
a. The importance of communication 
b. The importance of community building 

13) Pastoral approach to culture and enculturation 
a. Research as a tool for pastoral planning 
b. Pastoral planning as an answer to the need of 

the specific culture
c. The theology and practice of enculturating 

evangelisation into a specific culture 

14) Dealing with change and handing over 
a. Adapting to change 
b. Psychological maturity 
c. Preparing handing-over
d. Receiving handing-over 
e. Moving on in ministry

 
15) General overview and conclusions

Calendar
Mondays 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm 
Starting from 18th January till 16th May 
(excluding Carnival Holidays: 8th February)

Awards and Level
Course Code:
IFP/CPL4 

Final Award:
Certificate of Attendance

Duration:
1 semester

Level Rating:
Deemed at Malta Qualification Framework (MQF) 
Level 4

Awarding Institution:
Pastoral Formation Institute

Lecturers:
All lecturers have a recognised post-graduate degree

Administration: 
Pastoral Formation Institute

Students will be considered to have successfully completed 
the course after attending at least 2/3 of the lecture sessions 
and obtaining a pass in all formative assessments.

Pastoral Formation Institute www.maltapfi.org



Course Goal
To better equip pastoral operators with the 
theological knowledge in the field of parish life and 
ministry in order to be able to better perform the 
ministry entrusted to them. 

Target Audiences:
Current and future parish pastoral operators

Need:
Maltese Parishes are blessed with a number of 
dedicated pastoral operators who contribute in 
various ways towards fulfilling parish pastoral duties. 
Yet at times, pastoral operators have been placed in 
different ministries without primarily receiving basic 
formation in parish life and ministry. Such lack of 
formation at times acts as a drawback in performing 
their duties and fulfilling the parish mission. This 
course aims at giving the necessary knowledge, 
formation and reflection time needed to overcome 
such drawbacks and thus perform better one’s 
ministry. 

Course Coordinator
Fr Andre Zaffarese

Language:
Maltese/English

Fee
€50

Venue for Lectures
Ta’ Mlit Pastoral Centre, Mosta

Mode of Assessment
Presentation of case study during sessions and a 
final interview or short essay on how the course has 
changed your way of living ecclesial life. 

Learning Outcome:
•	Better understanding of the mission of the parish
•	Better understanding of one’s role in the parish 
•	Formulating a holistic approach of ecclesial life
•	Acquiring skills to better animate community life
•	Acquiring skills in parish management and 

discernment 
•	Acquiring skills to carry out better one’s ministry

Course Content:
1) General introduction to the concept of a parish 

and it’s development
a. Historical development 
b. The parish in official Church documents 
c. Today’s understanding of a parish community 
d. The Maltese context 

2) Outlining a parish mission
a. Role of a parish community in society 
b. God’s people 

3) The identity and the role of the laity 
a. Primary call of the laity 
b. Developments in the theology of laity 
c. A call to ministry

4) Living the theology of collaboration and co-
responsibility 

a. Answering to the baptismal call 
b. The theology of collaboration and co-

responsibility 
c. Ways of living collaboration and co-

responsibility 

5) Discovering and accepting one’s vocation 
a. Personal discernment 
b. Hearing and answering to God’s call 
c. Mandate by ecclesial authority 

6) Parish leadership and governance 
a. Different forms of ecclesial government
b. Leadership as endorsing a discernment 

process 
c. Participating in leadership 

7) Discernment 
a. The process of communitarian discernment

8) Basic attitudes in parish ministry 
a. An outline of the basic attitude necessary for 

ministry 
b. A personal evaluation on the 

recommendations found in Evangelii Gaudium 

9) Parish Structures 
a. Outlining the parish structure requested by the 

Archdiocese of Malta
b. Other useful roles not clearly outlined


